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Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries

Data Bank & Evaluation Division

Summary on the Performance of the Domestic Agricultural Crop Sector 2008 - 2010

The DomesticAgricultural Crop @-sectorrecorded mincreas®f 3.9 %in the I' Quarter (January to

March of 2010. This a continuation of the growth trend that started in 2008, but is also reflective of
slowdown from the strong growth experienced forhiteeprevious quarterashere growth 022.3 %,

20.6% and 33.5%were recorded for th2, 3 and 4' Quarters of 2009, respectiveljhe growth
achieveds a culmination afeven quarters of consecutive grawttordedin this subsectorstarting

from the & Quarter of 2008, following the devastabigmurricane Dean in 2007 and Tropical Storm
Gustav, to the Agriculture sector in general and to the Domestecsuhin particulaHurricaneDean

in August of 2007 caused approximately one billion dokEsiage to Domestic crops, inclusive of the

then fledgling protected agriculture segment. Production was further disrupted by damages caused |
Tropical Storm Gustav August of 2008.

Since then, buoyed by better weather conditions, increased intehestsactor, and targetted
interventions by the Ministry the sdztor has responded positively and has realized continued growth
despite some setbacks such as drought. In fact, the growth insbet@ulyoulgbotentiallyhave been
significantly higlehad it not been for the advedr®ught conditiongn some major production areas
during 2009 into 201Although the growth levels achievedadirdutable to some recovénjlowing

the devastation of the hurricane and tropical storm, there hagdwetmbeyondnerelyrecovery fo

many crops such as hot peppersweet potato, which have been especially targetted by the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries for the production of vadided products arexport respectively. There has

also been seirgence in the production of Irggbtato,carrots tomato, lettuce, bell pepparsl onion in
response to a deliberate policy of import substitution for key crops that the country can competitively

produce.

As presented in the table below, growth hasdmaelerating in the ssdéctor since tarnaround started
in the 3 Quarter of 2008vhere a marginal growth of 0.6 % was achémspitehe damage caused by

Gustav Thegrowthlevel achieved in th& Quarterof 2010represents a slowing of thisttecaused



mainly as a result of the effects of the salretgyht that gripped the country throughout 2009 into
201Qon productivity of crops planteahd to a lesser extemin crop establishment.

Table 1. Quarterly Estimates of Domestic Crop Production 2007 to Present

Units: tonnes

Quarter Production Increase over
previous year
3d Quarter 2008 102,614 0.6 %
4th Quarter 2008 96.83 14.3 %
Ist Quarter 2009 114,09 13.3%
2nd Quarter 2009 122859 22.3 %
3d Quarter 2009 123,777 20.6 %
4th Quarter 2009 129,006 33.50%
Ist Quarter 2010 118,425 3.90%

Source: Data Bank & Evaluation, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries.

Figure 1. Quarterly Domestic Crop Production 8 34 Qtr 2008 to 1st Qtr 2010
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Figure 2. Percentage Change in Domestic Agricultural Crop Production 2008 to 2010

Percentage Change in Domestic Agricultural Crop Production 2008 to 2010

35.00% 33.50%

I =

4th Quarter
2009

30.00%

25.00%

22.30%

2nd Quarter
2009

20.60%

3rd Quarter
2009

20.00%

14.30%
13.20%%

0.60%

3rd Quarter
2008

15.00%

10.00%

5.00%

0.00%

4th Quarter
2008

1st Quarter
2009

1st Quarter
2010

Source: Data Bank & Evaluation, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries.

Units: Tonnes

Table 2. Quarterly Production of Domestic Crops by Crop Group 2008 8 2010

2008 2009 2010
Quarter 3 4th 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 1st

Legumes 893 1,327 1,660.30 816.6 1,033.3 1,310 1,263
Vegetables 34,438 | 30,983 | 38,802.20| 46,833. | 44379.4| 43,574 36,130
Condiments 5,946 5,706 6,657.10 9,077 9,278.8 9,300 7,541
Fruits 14,388 5,167 10,982.20 15,776 14398.8 5,612 5,452
Cereals 502 506 474 516 700.0 670 478
Plantains 6,014 3,128 3,988.40 5,568 7,831.6 7,233 5,639
Potatoes 7,541 7,963 8,600.80 14,276 10226.4 9,834 10,969
vams 25,079 | 32755 33,676.00 21,627 27726.5| 41,486 40,395
Other Tubers 7,772 8,678 8,932.90 8,346. 8,164.8 9,492 10,332
Sorrel 39 420 2551 25 37.7 494 227
Total 102,611| 96,83 114020.0 122,859 | 123777.3| 129,006| 118,425

Source: Data Bank & Evaluation, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries.
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Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries

Data Bank & Evaluation Division

Quarterly Report on Crop Production Third Quarter (July to September) 2008

The Ministry of &gvaluaton Divisiom reported alD&% ancreAse m klomestic crop
production for the third Quarter (July to October) of 2008. This marginal increase was achieved in the
face of the lingering effects of Hurricane Dean in 2007 as well as the seriousudtamageby the

sector from Tropical Storm Gustav in late August. Among the crop groups that showed growth despite
the setback, were vegetables recording a 5.4 % increase, fruits (including waterpalorangaw
pineapple), 20.5% increase and ceBalo. Still suffering from the long term effects of Ivan were
yams which recorded a 7.3% decline in production. Among the parishes that showed positive changes
production were St. Elizabeth (13.0%) and Trelawny (6.8%). Combined, these twoopailsintes c

to approximately 41% of the total production in thessator.

Despite many challenges uncovered by the steep rise in the world price of oll, initiatives by the Ministry t
stimulate recovery within the sector as well as the resilienciaohére went a long way in propelling
the subsector on to a strong path to recovery. Projections prior to the advent of the storm were that a

significant increase in production would have resulted in the Quarter.

The domestic crops sskctor performedommendably given the direct damage caused by the tropical
storm and secondary damages caused by the excessive rainfall in the weeks following the storm. Des
this however, the PIOJ is reporting a 2.0% decline in real value added in the ertiree/Agctor for

the Quarter. This overall decline was contributed to largely by the 29.0% decline in the traditional expot
crops, in particular sugar cane and the devastation of the banana crop that was just on the verge
recovery from the completardage sustained in 2007. Declines were also reported for animal products
(5.4%), which saw specific declines in poultry meat and egg production, as well as a decline in fishir
(5.3%).

The Ministry recognizes that the sector faces many challenges #artthshad play the lead role in
repositioning the sector to meet the dynamic challenges as they arise and to provide a means of helping
develop the rural areas and increase farm incomes.



Accordingly, in an attempt to improve production and prodycseveral additional initiatives have been
taken. These include targeting a slate of crops which the Ministry has identified as offering strong
potential for the substitution of imports and for ggoressing. The Ministry has carried out analyses on

a cropby-crop basis, examining the factors affecting production and productivity, and is implementing
targeted interventions to faisick the recovery process and stimulates growth in the domestic-crop sub
sector. The main effect on production wilt $telbe seen in the First Quarter of 2009.

To ensure that farmers have a secure market for the expected increase in production, the Ministry h:
started developing plans which include discussions, importers, and distributers as well as othe
Government gencies to ensure the security of markets for the anticipated increased output. A part of
this initiative is to set up a package of assistance to processors to allow them to purchase exce
production and to allow them to store the processed angireemsed products arising from these
purchases for release when needed for additional processing. The possibility of exports to regional al
extraregional markets is also being examined.

The imports and distribution of more affordable fertilizer commen@etbiner and will continue in the

coming months, allowing farmers access to this essential input. This has allowed farmers to acce
fertilizer at significant reductions below the previous market prices. This will also further increase
production and puctivity.

The Systems of Weights Used in Calculating the Sector Direct Contribution to GDP, by PIO]J.

Sub-Sector Weight
Domestic Crops 56.48
Traditional Export Crops 19.46
Animal Products 13.98
Fishing 7.23
Post Harvest Activés 2.85



The above table shows the weights used by PIOJ in calculating the contribution of the sector to valu
added in the economy. This is what their report on the changes in the sector is based on. Hence desp
the fact that the Domestic Crepbsector was basically flat and Post Harvest activities (contributed to,
mainly by increases in cocoa production and the resulting increase in processing) recorded an 8.C
growth, a decline of 29.0% in Traditional Export Crops, 5.4 % decline in AouoatPand 5.3 %

decline in Fishing, helped to pull the entire sector down to a 3.0% decline in gross output. This is
adjusted to 2.6% when converted to real terms using the 2003 base year values.

Please note that the system of weights was receistig ey STATIN based on the new base year of
2003. This is the first report based on these new weights. The new weights have put somewhat le

influence on the domestic crop sector, moving from 63.65 under the old model to 56.48



Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries

Data Bank & Evaluation Division

Quarterly Report on Crop Production Fourth Quarter (October to December) 2008

In a year that has seen successive declines or minimal goeetalimop production for thérst three
quartersthe Ministy of Agriculture is reporting thirough the resilienad farmers supported by the
effortsof the Ministry, the fourth quarter recorded 4 %slincrease in productiah Domestic Cropas
compared to the similar quarter of 20@\verall, the Agridture sector, based on preliminary estimates,
is showing aB.0 % increase for theQuarterof 2008.

Domestic Crops'

An examination of the breakdown of the chamg&omestic Crop productidoy crop groupshows
that all of these groups recorded m®&es in production, ranging from a 5.0 % increase in condiments to
86.2 % increase ptantains. In terms of total volume, the 5,132.5t, 1,657.6 t and 971.4 t increases in

yams, vegetables and potatoes respectively were the most significant agaas.of incr

Tablel. Comparative Estimates of Domestic Crop Production by Crop Gr&ﬂ.@ﬂarter 2008/2007

Production (Tonrs

Crop Group 2008 2007 % Change

Legumes 1504.2 1225.0 22.8
Vegetables 30983.72 29325.6 5.7
Condiments 5695.6 54245 5.0
Fruits 5167.2 38800 33.2
Cereals 505.9 418.445 20.9
Plantains 3141.1 1686.8 86.2
Potatoes 7962.7 6991.3 13.9
Yams 32360.7 27228 18.8
Other Tubers 8677.6 792%4 9.5
Sorrel 659.2 358.1 84.1
Total 96657.4 84463 14.4

Source: Data Bank & Evaluation Division, Ministry of Agriculture

! Domestic crops refer to those crops which were historically grown mainly by small farmers for consumption in the
domestic market.
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Yams (33.48 %) and vegetables (32.05 %) were the most significant contributors to overall domestic cre

production for the quarter.

Parish Performance

At the parish levedignificant increases in termsvofume were reported for Trelawny, where the 44 %
increase in production was heavily weighted bywhitis did not sustain any significant damage during
Gustav; St Elizabeth, where the 20% increase in production was driven by gains in vegetables (6.1
increase), fruits (45.5% increase), potatoes (80.4 % increase), yams (59.7) @mdhotbasdubers

(37.9 % increase). Although there was a marginal decline in Manchester, it nonetheless made a signific
impact on overall production, contributing enttan 18% to the overall country total. Together the
parishes of Trelawny, Manchester and St. Elizabeth contributed approximately 59 % to total production
Westmoreland, Hanover, St. James and Portland, especially hard hit pth&bsidweather ime

following months antheresultingate establishment sbmecrops recorded declines. Howeusased

on an analysis of crops curremtlyhe field it is expected that production will siegnificantidvances

in the first quarter of 2009.

Challenges

As just alluded to, despite the increatiee 4h quarter resultthere were many challenges that impacted

on production The effects of Tropical Storm Gustav, though not as devastatngieaneDean in

2007 severely disrupted the sectorotigh direct damage to crp@s well as setting back land
preparation in many ared$is waslue to the unseasonably early and prolonged rainy season which it
heralded.The figures from the Met Office shivat rainfall in August of 2008 was 197 % aboreal

and for August and September combimeas 143 % above normal. These months are critical land
preparation and crop establishment pefadith Quarter production. Land preparation was set back in
many areas arkis served to delay crop estabtisht. Localized flooding in some ai@as restricted

crop establishment.

Another factor that affected the sector was the highfaagiuts, especially fertilizenth many farmers
initially deciding not to establish some crops because ofabkty to afford it
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Response

The resilience of the farmers in performing under such challenging conditions must be applauded. Ii
addition, e intervention of the Ministry in providing tropical storm relief in the form of fertilizer
vouchersseeds, anchnical guidance helped to drive the recovery process. The decision on the part of
Governmento import fertilizerdirectlyand to make #vailablea farmers at significant saviagsisted

in increasing crop establishment and also provided adidhtiontaon to crops already in the ground

(given significant leaching of nutrients in many areas due to the heavy rainfall). Farmers were extreme

enthusiastic about the imported fertilizerslaeed was strong demand itor

The recovery processeigpected to continue in the first quanfe2009 This increase is projected based
on improved weather conditions and the continued efforts of the farmers, supported by a number of
initiatives being pursued by the Ministry, including a special Produadti®noductivity programme

targeting select crops and farmers.

Traditional Crops’

Most traditional crops suffered declines in production early.iffpéeawas mainly asesult ofthe long

term impact of Hurricane Deahhese crops by nature, gehetake a longer time to recover. As a
result, in most of these crops production declined in the first three quarters of 2008. The late start of the
2008/09 sugar crop also contributed to a decline in the sugar cane harvest.

Despite being affected byopical Storm Gustav in August, which devastated bananas, the damage
suffered was not crippling, and indications are that for several crops including coffee, cocoa, and citru

there was significant improvement in theQuarter.

Table2. Comparative Estimates of Production of Selected Traditional Export Crc%@u@rter 2008/2007

Unit 2008 2007 % Mange
Coffee boxes 258,846 180,550 43.4
Cocoa tonnes 203 59 244.1
Pimento tonnes 577 221 160.3
Banana tonnes 1,200 0 -

Source: Data Bank & Evaluation Division, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries

* The Traditional crops are those crops which were historically grown for export in either primary or semi-processed form,
and include Sugar Cane, Banana, Coffee, Cocoa, Citrus, Pimento and Coconut.
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Special attention has to be placed on bananas. Tecwsuhbvas devastated both by Dean in 2007 and,

to a lesser extent by Gustav in 2008. At present, banans leapeistopped and exports for 2008 were

for all practical purposes, nil. Traditionally, banana production has been measured by the reported expc
figures, with no estimates made of the domestic consumption which is significant. The Ministry has
therebre, taken a decision to establish a mechanism to provide estimates for bananas produced fc
domestic consumption. As a result, it was estimated that 36,000 t were produced for the domestic mark
in 2008, of which 1,200 t were produced intth@darter This is compared with the 17,473 t exported

in 2007. The estimate of 36,000 t is well below the 7@ 000,000 t estimated as the capacity of the
local domestic market for green and ripe bananas, because of the damage sustained in 2047 and 200¢&
should be noted that these are preliminary estimates and the data collection and verification process v
undergo further refinements.

Summary

Overall, the sector experienced many challenges throughout the year, primarily weather conditions and t
high cost of fertilizers and other inputs. As indicated, the performance of the Traditional crops which
took a longer time to recover from the damage of Hurricane Dean, suffered setbacks in the first half of
2008. Despite these challenges however, reisotaking place, as evidenced by the performance in the
4th Quarter, of not only shetérm Domestic crops but also of many of our Traditional crops. This has
resulted in the overall 8®increase for thelQuarterof 2008.

Based on our projectionsetbector is poised for even greater recovery and growth durst@iierter
of 2009.
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Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries

Data Bank & Evaluation Division

Quarterly Report on Crop Production First Quarter (January to March) 2009

Domestic Crops

Following the performance of the final quarter of 2008 which showed the first signs-afautwatrior

domestic agriculturatop production the recovery process has been carried forward into the first quarter
of 2009. The subector is in the process of nemong from the declines in production recorded for most

of 2008 mainly as a result of the devastation of firstly Hurricane Dean in September 2007 and Tropice
Storm Gustav in August 2008, but also from other challenges faced by farmers in ligreafrgiobel
changes. Chief among these other challenges were the sharp increases in the prices of inputs sucl
fertilizers.

Driving this recovery process were the efforts of the farmers in persevering under extreme challenges
improve production and @auctivity. This was aided by Ministry policies, programmes and interventions
which sought to make improvements in areas of technical and marketing support to improve both
production and productivity, and to make it easier for farmers to be able taheargeoduce. The

first quarter showed a 13.3 % increase of production of domestic agricultural crops over the
corresponding quarter of 2008, moving from 100,606 t in the first quarter of 2008 to 114,021 t in the
similar period of 2009. Despite thiswing, the sector could have recorded significantly higher growth,
had the country had not been affected by a severe drought between December and February, the me
growing period for crops that were harvested in this quarter. The accompanyingviig tinatstainfall

for the entire island, but more so for the Southern and Western parishes was significantly below norma
This affected yields in some areas, as well as the establishment of crops in December and early on in
guarter that would have bereaped during the review period. This was especially problematic for many

of the short term crops such as vegetables and condiments.

Gains in productivity recorded under the Production and Productivity Programme being implemented by
the Ministry, thousy only accounting for a relatively sma
had an influence on the overall productivity of crops such as Irish Potato, and Carrots. Under this
programme crops were established with special emphasis on site s&legtscientific methodologies,
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careful choice of proven and trainable farmers, and the use of best production practices. This programn
is continuing and is expected to further impact on production in the coming quarter as more crops
planted under th programme are reaped and the demonstration effect of the success of these best
practicezauses other farmers to adopt them. The increased presence of a bolstered Extension Service

also expected to impact positively on production and productivity.

The breakdown of the changes by crop groups shows that with the exception of vegetables an
condiments, which as mentioned previously were especialyt tgrdhe drought, which showed
declines of 2.1 % and 1 %, respectivalyof the other crop groupscorded improvements in
production. For the groups that showed increased production, the strongest performances in terms o
percentage increases were for Plantains (87.7 %), Fruits (48.5 %), and Potatoesl|R&dr)of

total volume however, tig799 t, 3,585 t, 1,864 t and 1f7Bfereases inams,Fruits, Pantainsand

Potatoes respectively were the most significant areas of increase.

Crop Group Production (Tonrs
2008 2007 % Change

Legumes 1,660.3 1575.5 54
Vegetables 38793.2 396276 2.1
Condiments 6,657.1 6,724.5 -1.0
Fruits 10982.2 7,397.1 48.5
Cereals 475.0 442.9 7.3
Plantains 3,988.4 2124.6 87.7
Potatoes 8,600.8 6,806.3 26.4
Yams 33676.0 27877.2 20.8
Other Tubers 8,932.9 7,818.8 14.2
Sorrel 255.1 211.6 20.6
Total 114,021.0 100606.1 13.3
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Comparatives Estimates of Domestic Crop Production and Area Reaped by Crop Group
1st Quarter 2009/2008

Vegetables (34.02 %) and Yams (29.53 %) were the crop groopsttibated mossignificantly to

overall domestic crop pnaction for the quarter.

The Southern and Western sections of the island were most affected by the island wide drough
conditions. This was evident in the breakdown in production across the parishes. Although all parishe
excepting Westmoreland and Hampwhich were hard hit by Gustav, the continuing bad weather in the
following months, the subsequent late establishment of some crops and the following drought, recorde
increases in production, performance in many were adversely affected by theodduimig ehich

saw less than 50 % of normal island wide rainfall during the critical growing period of December to
February. In fact, parishes like St. Elizabeth and Manetesterwere especially hardvistuld have
performed significantly better hiachot been for the deleterious effects of the drought. St. Thomas
recorded the largest percentage increase of 77.1 % in production, largely reflecting a recovery of tt
massive damage to plantains by Hurricane Dean and fairly good rainfall in WeBbt@masSt.
Recovery in Yams, which did not sustain much damage from Gustav, and a significant increase in Pa
paw production inTrelawly, accounted for a 6,828.7 t increase in production in that partsb.

represented the largest single productiorasera absolute amount for any parish.

The breadbasket parishes of Trelawny, St. Elizabeth and Manchester combined to contribute some 55.6

to the overall production of Domestic crops.

Traditional Crops

The traditional crops continue the recovery thatesl in the last quarter. Cocoa showed a 34.7 %
increase in production and coffee a 17.7 % increase. The sugar cane crop got off to a late start, al
during the quarter, was also affected by the drought conditions in some parishes. Sugar @ane producti
declined by 10.3 %, moving from 885,171 tons in Jahidaych 2008, to 794,029 t for the similar
period of 2009.
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Unit Jan i March 2009 | Jani March 2008 % (ange
Coffee boxes 56,377 47,908 17.7
Cocoa tonnes 61 44 34.7
Sugar Cane tonnes 794,029 885171 -10.3

There was no export of banana during the quarter, however it is estimated that 8,093 t was produced ft
the local marketplace. The recovery in thisesttbr is expected to continue as farmers shift their focus

to satisfying the strong dend for local direct consumption of both green and ripe fruits and for agro
processing. Albeit representing an increase of several hundredfold over the corresponding quarter in 20
when virtually no bananas were produced after the devastation of ¢élubeeam this level of

production is far below what is necessary to fulfill this demand.

Because of the abnormal situation with banana last year when virtually none were produced in the fir
quarter neither for the export nor the local maakelthe mar than 400 % increase in the production of
bananas and plantains, with the weight accorded to banana production, the overall performance of th
sector was heavily skewed upwards. A more realistic look at the overall sector performance would be
omit baranas in calculating this estimate. When bananas are omitted, the overall crop sector showed
16.0 % increase in gross production output. This is down from the 65.2 % increase when bananas a
added.

In addition to the above crops, the Ministry hasedtartprocess to measure the contribution of crops
such as the fruit tree crops, ackee and breadfruit to overall sector performance. Over the years, tt
production of these crops has largely been unreported. They however are growing in economi
importanceand it is therefore important to evaluate the contribution of these crops to the sector.
Examples of this significance are seen in the estimate of ackee production of 26,183,709 kg produced
2008, and in excess of 500,000 kg. of June plum purchagexphycessors. These crops are becoming
increasingly important to the agrocessing sector. The process of widening the range of the

production estimates of these +ti@ditional crops will be intensified over the next few months.
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Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries

Data Bank & Evaluation Division

Quarterly Report on Crop Production Second Quarter (April to June) 2009

Domestic Crops

The process of recovery and strong growth in production and pibdtiwdt started at the end of 2008

has continued and is showing increasing momentum. The second Quarter recorded gross output c
Domestic Crops of 122,638 t. This compares with 100,256 t recorded in the same time period in 200¢
The change in outpugpresents a 22.3 % increase in production continuing the growth trend started at
the end of 2008.

Crop Performance

All of the major crop groups showed increased production. Sorrel, which is not traditionally produced in
large volumes at this time efy and for which production at this time is normally at a low level is the

only crop group that recorded a decline during the quarter.

Comparatives Estimates of Domestic Crop Production by Crop Group 2nd Quarter 2009/2008

Crop Group Production (Tonnes)
2009 2008 % Change

Legumes 812.4 662.9 22.6
Vegetables 46,833.4 39,547.0 18.4
Condiments 9,076.7 7,901.2 14.9
Fruits 15,775.7 15,305.1 3.1
Cereals 5155 446.5 155
Plantains 5,567.8 3,767.7 47.8
Potatoes 14,275.7 8,414.9 69.6
Yams 21,577.9 16,572.3 30.2
Other Tubers 8,178.0 7,601.9 7.6
Sorrel 24.6 36.8 -33.3
Total 122,637.7 100,256.3 22.3

Source: Data Bank & Evaluation Division, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries
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The most significant increase in production across the crop grougwasaPotatoes. This increase

was achieved through a focused effort by the Ministry under its Production and Productivity Programme
to increase the amount of Irish Potato planted last season and through the engagement of targete
farmers and the increaisuse of best practices in the production of this crop. This effort resulted in the
successful production of one of the largest crops of Irish potatoes in recent years with production
i ncreasing by 127.6 % over ylSaeetpotgiesaw idcseaskdelavelsl (
production of 53.3 %, also partially due to the success of this Programme. Vegetables also showed
significant improvement in gross output of 46,833t, an increase of 18.4 %. Specific vegetable crops th
showed stnog improvements this Quarter were carrots, with a 62.3 % increase; cabbage, with 18.1 %
increase; and, tomato, with a 9.2 % increase. Improved growing conditions and good market:
contributed to this increased in output. Also contributing, albeit sélatévely low levels are the

expanding levels of production being produced in greenhouses.

Comparatives Estimates of Select Crops, 2nd Quarter 2009/2008

Crop Group Production (Tonnes)

2009 2008 % Change
Cabbage 7,337.6 6,213.4 18.1
Carrot 8,202.2 5,053.7 62.3
Hot pepper 2,349.9 1,596.5 47.2
Irish Potatoes 4,210.4 1,850.0 127.6
Onions 505.5 153.8 228
Sweet Potatoes 10,065.3 6,564.9 53.3
Tomatoes 5,985.4 5,480.6 9.2
Yellow Yam 17,2171 13,796.2 24.8

Source: Data Bank & Evaluation Division, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries

Other crops that showed significant improvements in output were onions and hot pepper among the
Condiments which saw a 228.7 % and 47.2 % increases in production respectively; and a 24.8 % incre

in yellow yam.

Paish Performance

All parishes recorded increases in production over the same Quarter last year, with a high of 71.9 % in ¢

Ann where production moved from 6,205 t to 10,665 t, an increase of 4,459 t. In terms of volume
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however, the largest increaserodpction came from Manchester, which saw an increase of 6,891 t
representing a 36.5 % over last year. The increases in both parishes were heavily influenced by incre:
in the production of potatoes which saw increases of 146.3 % and 76.3 % ira&d. Manchester
respectively.  Yam production in these parishes is recovering and showing signs of growth after beir
heavily damaged by Dean in 2007, and surviving significant damage from Gustav in 2008. This recove
had a very strong influence on therall increased production from these two parishes, with Manchester
recording an increase of 74.6 % in yams and St. Ann, an increase of 118%.

Comparatives Estimates of Domestic Crop Production by Parish, 2nd Quarter 2009/2008

Parlsh Production (Tonnes)
2009 2008 % Change

Kgn & St. Andrew 2,073.5 1,799.3 15.2

St. Thomas 3,132.9 2,334.4 34.2
Portland 5,430.2 4,081.1 33.1

St. Mary 3,511.4 3,137.9 119

St. Ann 10,664.6 6,205.4 71.9
Trelawny 15,126.8 13,296.2 13.8

St. James 4,539.5 3,513.7 29.2
Hanover 2,528.6 2,457.4 2.9
Westmoreland 7,179.8 6,885.4 4.3

St. Elizabeth 28,911.3 26,007.5 11.2
Manchester 25,774.2 18,882.9 36.5
Clarendon 9,353.9 7,711.5 21.3

St. Catherine 4,411.1 3,943.6 119

Total 122,637.7 100,256.3 22.3

Source: Data Bank & Evaluation Division, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries
Challenges

The subsector was beset by many challenges including therforgffects of Tropical Storm Gustav
and its aftermath and a severe drought in key production areas during the early n0@&thsTois2
negatively affected production and productivity of crops in many areas. These effects continued into th

early parts of this quarter. However the weather conditions improved near the end of the first Quarter
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As a result, production improveth addition crop establishment which was set back in many areas now

saw the later reaping of crops spilling over into this Quarter.

On the other hand production in the SeWtastern parishes though showing increases, still suffered
from the effects ohidverse weather conditions last year and early this year. These parishes were hard f
by Gustav, and the subsequent flooding in the case of Westmoreland and Hanover, as well the seve
drought earlier this year, which badly affected both parishdsaasSwvdtlizabeth and Manchester.

There was also some crop loss due to the infestation of the beet army worm in some sections of S
Elizabeth.

Despite the challenges affecting it, St. Elizabeth was still the parish with the greatest contribution to tote
domestic crop production. It contributed 23.8 % to the alatedproduction. In combination with the

other two top parishes, Manchester and Trelawny, approximately 57 % of total production was realized i
these three parishes.

Successes

The Ministt s Pr oduction and Productivity Programme
direct production, but through the training of farmers and extension officers in best practice
methodologies. In addition, the programme sought to encourage prazfumti@s in areas that were

best suited to grow the select crops, and by farmers who had proven themselves to be seriou
practitioners and had a willingness to be trained in and to implement improved production practices. A
reported last Quarter, thigogramme has had significant impact on the overall production and
productivity of crops in some areas and was expected to have an increased impact on these in the revi
period. In addition to the direct impact of establishing incremental crop areas)povaatly, the
programme serves to provide a demonstration effect for many other farmers as well as extension workel
Successful practices seen by others are adopted, and in effect provide an incremental advance across
entire sector. Most of theops planted under the programme were reaped in the Second Quarter and

contributed to the improvement in production seen.

During the Quarter, there were some marketing problems with a few crops. However, quick response b

the Ministry helped to alleviat®st of these problems. The Ministry has strengthened its marketing
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support arm and has initiated several programmes to improve the planned production and marketing c

crops. Among the initiatives by the Marketing Unit during the Quarter were:

e Conduting training days and workshops. Approximately 125 training days (in areas such as cos
of production, posharvest management, group formation and marketing) impacting 5,178
farmers were done. Eight marketing workshops impacting 590 farmers, rbditers, and

input suppliers were also held.

e Two thousand five hundred farmers were assisted in the marketing of approximately 2.4 million kg
of produce valued at some $228.5 million.

e Carrying out weekly collection and publication of-datey retail, @hnmunicipal market prices
and disseminating, among other methods, to a mailing list of over 208€&reaad through-bi
weekly publications in the Press.

e Establishing greater coordination and collaboration among the various marketing arms of the
Ministry resulting in better sharing of information and providing improved marketing intelligence
to stakeholders.

¢ Introduction of a revolving Market Mobilization Fund operated out of RADA that assisted

farmers with transportation logistics.

e Initiated dialoge with USDA through Plant Quarantine Unit for facilitating the shipping of

processed sweet potatoes to the United States.

These initiatives will continue and expand, as the Ministry is committed to helping farmers to find outlets
for their production, wite at the same time ensuring that consumer needs for wholesome and affordable
food are being satisfied.
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Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries

Data Bank & Evaluation Division

Quarterly Report on Crop Production Third Quarter (July to Sept.) 2009

Domestic Crops

The strong positive growth seen in the first two quarters of 2009 continued into the Third Quarter. This
despite severe drought conditions in key production areas of th€&utdahparishes and the lingering
effects of Gustav on the yields aihgamainly in Trelawny. The Third Quarter recorded a gross output

of Domestic Crops of 123,777 t. This performance represents a 20.6 % increase in production over th
similar quarter of 2008 when 102,614 t were produced. Despite the fact that pwaBidigrmpted in

that quarter in 2008 by tropical storm Gustav, this performance is reflective of real growth in response ftc
targetted policies by the Ministry that have served to increase confidence among farmers and opened
new opportunity areas inriaglture. Indeed, if the drought had not intervened in the key production
areas, the stdector would have seen significantly more growth.

The traditional crops did not perform as well, with several, as will be examined in detail later, recordin
decline. However, theverall agriculturakbctor buoyed by the strong performance of the domestic sub
sectorhas shown a preliminary estimated growi0.@P6 for the Third Quarter.

Crop Performance

All crop groups, with the exception of sorrel, showaddsed production. In terms of percentage
increase, the most significant area was for Condiments which recorded a 56.0 % increase over last ye
This was aided by strong performances in hot pepper and sweet pepper. This crop, targetted under tl
Minst ryds Production and Productivity Programme
peppers also performed strongly, recording growth of 63 %. Despite the drought, the use of new hybrid
and access to increased irrigation in some areasad0vk % increase in escallion production. The
Potatoes crop group also did exceptionally well, recording an increase in production of 35.6 %. The gait
in Irish potato under the Production and Productivity programme, reported last Quarter, comtinued int

this Quarter. There was a 69.3 % increase in Irish potato production for the Quarter. Sweet potato als
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did well, recording growth of 29.8 %. Plantains, largely showing the recovery from the damages sustain

last year during Gustav, recorded andseref 30.2 %.

Table 1. Comparatives Estimates of Domestic Crop Production by Crop Group 3rd Quarter

2009/2008
Production (Tonnes

Crop Group

2009 2008 % Change
Legumes 1,033.3 892.6 15.8
Vegetables 44,379.4 34,437.6 28.9
Condiments 9,278.8 5,948.3 56.0
Fruits 14,398.8 14,387.7 0.1
Cereals 700.0 501.6 39.5
Plantains 7,831.6 6,014.3 30.2
Potatoes 10,226.4 7,541.4 35.6
Yams 27,726.5 25,079.1 10.6
Other Tubers 8,164.8 7,772.4 5.0
Sorrel 37.7 38.8 -2.8
Total 123,777.3 102,614 20.6

Source: Data Bank & Evaluation Division, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries

Vegetables production for the Quarter was 44, 379.4 t, an increase in gross output of 9,941.8 t. Th

represents a 29.8 % increase, which was largely contributed to by c&tab¢Blale a targetted crop

under the Production and Productivity Programme, tomato (31.8 % increase), cabbage (41.7 % increas

and pumpkin (25.3 % increase). Vegetable production, as with most of the other Domestic crops, is beir

heavily aided by an aggressmarketing thrust spdagaded by the Ministry, to promote the use of local

produce. This has led to improved markets for local produce and reduced importation of fresh produce.

Table 2. Comparatives Estimates of Select Crops, 3rd Quarter 2009 /2008

Crop Group Production (Tonnes)
2009 2008 % Change

Cabbage 6,373.6 4,498.6 41.7
Carrot 6,574.4 4,987.0 31.8
Pumpkin 11,186.0 8925.5 25.3
Tomato 5566.7 4,030.1 38.1
Hot pepper 3,249.0 1,298.7 150.2
Sweet Pepper 2,818.9 1,730.7 62.9
Irish Potatoes 1,865.7 1,102.1 69.3
Sweet Potatoes 8,360.7 6,439.3 29.8
Yellow Yam 19590.4 16370.8 19.7

Source: Data Bank & Evaluation Division, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries
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Parish Performance

All parishes recorded increases in production over the samer @gargear. St Ann, as for the last
Quarter, showed the highest percentage increase of 61 %. Production in this parish moved from 6,926.:
in 2008 to 11, 149.3 t largely aided by increases in vegetables, yams and potatoes. Despite suffering f
droughtand pestén some areas and only showing a 7.4 % increase,dbieviaitgne of production at
24664.4 t was recorded from St. Elizabeth. This parish was closely followed by Manchester whicl
recorded a volume of 24,075.7 t. Together these tweeparsnbined to produce nearly 40 % of the
national production of Domestic crops, and along with Trelawny, which r&hfd&d7 t, accounted

for 55.6 % of the National production. As key production areas, these parishes play a major role in th
Producton and Productivity Programme as well as increased marketing and technical support, and hav

responded positively.

Table 3. Comparatives Estimates of Domestic Crop Production by Parish, 3rd Quarter
2009/2008

Parish Production (Tonnes)
2009 2008 % Change

Kgn & St. Andrew 2,523.1 1,850.7 36.3
St. Thomas 3,161.1 2,822.9 12.0
Portland 7,478.6 4,026.5 85.7
St. Mary 3,307.8 3,061.7 8.0
St. Ann 11,149.3 6,926.3 61.0
Trelawny 20,070.7 19,971.1 0.5
St. James 4,583.4 4,492.0 2.0
Hanover 3,472.1 2,868.0 211
Westmoreland 7,669.5 6,381.1 20.2
St. Elizabeth 24,664.4 22,959.9 7.4
Manchester 24,075.7 17,577.8 37.0
Clarendon 7,679.6 6,217.3 23.5
St. Catherine 3,942.0 3,458.5 14.0
Total 123,777.3 102,613.8 20.6

Source: Data Bank & Evaluation Division, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries

The Production and Productivity Programme has had a positive effect on production as can be seen in tt
figures quoted above. Not only has it contributed directly, but technical competences and practices al
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being developeand implemented that are having an impact on not only participating farmers but other
farmers as well. Extension personnel have been benefitting from additional training in best practice
putting them in a better position to offer technical supporuatheif training to farmers. These coupled
with the Ministryds marketing efforts have 1ins
subsector. Farmers have responded resulting in increases of both production and productivity througt
expasion and the use of better farming practices. The Ministry intends to continue supporting and
fostering these processes as well as to put in place measures that will ensure that the large levels of cr
that are lost postarvest are diverted to agmocessing as well as improving pasvest handling

facilities through the construction of packing and grading houses in key production areas.

The implementation of phase two of the Production and Productivity Programme has started with one of
its primay goals being increasing production and reducing the imports of key crops such as onions ant
Irish potato in select areas ideally suited for their production, and with select farmers with proven tracl
records in the production of these crops. It iscéegehat this Programme will have an even greater
impact on the subector in the coming quarters.

Traditional crops

The Third Quarter is usually a low production period for most of the traditional crops. The sugar crop
year usually ends in early Jihg; citrus crop year ends in May. Both do not start in earnest until
December and January respectively.

Sugar cane production stood at 45.5t. This is 37 % less that production in the same quarter of 2008. Tl
decline is attributable to the late sththe crop year and two periods of drought conditions early in the
year and later in the Juhdy period.

Following the very strong performance in the First and Second Quarters with increases in production o
17.7 % and 98.3 % respectively, coffee pioduslowed showing a decline of 36.6 % during the Third
Quarter,from 2,440 t in 2008 to 1,546 t for 20@%ing been affected by drought conditions and the
lateness of the 2009/2010 crop year which traditionally starts in Augdgl not start in eagst this

year until September
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The nature of nature of pimento production is cyclical where typically, in the absence of hurricane, there
a bumper crop every three years, followed by lower production in the next two years. In the light of the
bumper 2008/2009 crop, it is expected that production in 2009/10 would see the usual decline in
production. The late start of the crop and the quantity of early supplies to the Export Division points to
an approximately 50 % decline in production for th&/2@D0 crop year which started during the Third
Quarter. Production was estimated for this Quarter to be 402 t.

The outlook for the Fourth Quarter is a continuation of the growth seen during the earlier quarters of this
year. Indications are that digant amount of land preparation was carried out in preparation for the
October rains. With the improvements in the weather, it is expected that the quarter will achieve
significant growth, especially in Domestic Cadffgough the full effects of crq@anted in October will

be felt more in the**uarter of 2010
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Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries

Data Bank & Evaluation Division

Quarterly Report on Crop Production Fourth Quarter (October to December)
2009

In a year that has seen increasednadiiterest in agriculture and a rise in the relative contribution

to the national economy, as well as some challenges brought about by drought conditions in some
areas, preliminary estimates have shown that the sector has performed well. Camg®ogtsig con
quarters of growth in Domestic Crop production, the Domestic Crops&obrecorded a 33.5%

increase in producti@verthe 4" Quarter of 2009, and a 22.4% increase for the year.

The overall Agriculture sector, based on the first prelimstanates, is showing a 23.1% increase
in gross output for thé"Quarter of 2009. This is calculated to lead to a 20.5 % increase in GDP
contribution for the Quarter. For the y8809 the overall sector is estimated to have grown by

approximately 1@ %.
Domestic Crops’

The Domestic Crop stdector continued its strong performance in response to increased interest
and investments supported by targetted interventions in productivity and marketing by the Ministry
of Agriculture & Fisheries. The sgogrowth in the 4 Quarter marks the sixth consecutive

Quarter for which positive growth was recorded.

Among the crop groups, all groups except for legumes which recorded a 1.2 %hdedctide

significant increases in production. These increaged feom a low of 8.6 % for fruits to a high

of 131.2% for plantains. In addition to plantains, outstanding increases were recorded by
condiments (63.0 %), Vegetables (40.6 %), Cereals (32.4 %), Yams (26.7 %) and Potatoes (23.5 %).
In terms of total viome, thel2590.5t, 8,731.4 t, 4,105 t, 3593.4 t and 1,871.7 t increases in
vegetables, yams, and plantains, condiments and potatoes respectively were the most significant

areas of increase.

* Domestic crops refer to those crops which were historically grown mainly by small farmers for consumption in
the domestic market.
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As a result, vegetables (33.8 %) and yams (32.2 %) werst ignificant contributors to overall

domestic crop production for the quarter.

Table3. Comparative Estimates of Domestic Crop Production by Crop Gr&@uﬂarter 2008/2007

Crop Group Production (Tonnes)
2009 2008 % Change

Legumes 1,310.2 1,326.7 -1.2
Vegetables 43573.7 30983.2 40.6
Condiments 9,299.8 5706.4 63.0
Fruits 5611.7 5167.2 8.6
Cereals 669.7 505.9 32.4
Plantains 7,233.3 3,128.3 131.2
Potatoes 9,834.4 7962.7 23.5
Yams 41,486.4 32755.0 26.7
Other Tubers 9492.4 8677.6 9.4
Sorel 494.1 420.3 17.6
Total 129005.7 96633.2 335

Source: Data Bank & Evaluation Division, Ministry of Agriculture.

Parish Performances

All parishes recorded increased production for the Quarter. The percentage increase was highest in
Portland whicliecorded an increase of 160.9 %. This parish along with the other Eastern parishes
of St. Mary (92.1 % increase) and St. Thomas (69.0 % increase) which were the ones mostly affected
by Gustav in Septembeir 2008 led the island in terms of percentageases in Domestic crop
production. These increases were driven mainly by increases in plantains (481.6 % in Portland,
234.9 % in St. Mary and 22.2 % in St. Thomas); condiments (308.1 % in St. Thomas, 285.6 % in
Portland and 238.6 % in St. Mary); ya@%.{1% in St. Mary and 123.8 % in Portland.); and other
tubers (122.9 % in St. Mary and 110.8 % in Portland). Condiments include pepper one of the crops
that has been targetted under the Ministry strategy of import substitution and support to the

C 0 u 13 Vatueadiled in agrprocessing.

Despite not being among the parishes with the highest percentage increase in production, the
6,430.7 t increase in St. Elizabeth, which recorded an increase of 38.3 %, represented the highest
gross tonnage increase ioduction. This was driven mainly by gains in plantains (148.4 %)
potatoes (54.9 %), and vegetables (54.4 %). Other parishes with significant increases in production
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were Clarendon (an increase of 4,004.4 t represer®tifg @ain) and Manchester (ameiase of
3,340.3 t representing a 19 % gain).

I n terms of contribution to the overall i sl and
Elizabeth (18.0 % of total production) and Manchester (16.2 % of total production) were the main

contributas accounting for 54.2 % of total production.

The annual production of 489,671 t is the highest level of production in-sleetsulachieved
since 2003 (See Figure 2).

Error! Not a valid link. Source: Data Bank & Evaluation Division, Ministry of

Agriculture & Fisheries.

Error! Not a valid link. Source: Data Bank & Evaluation Division, Ministry of Agticulture &

Fisheries.

Traditional Crops*

Complete results for the production rafditional crops are still being collated. However based on

the preliminary estimates, the tradition crops will show an increase of in excess of 155 % for the
quarter. This is largely contributed to by sugar cane, for which there wasimen on
commencernt of the crop for the first time in many years. This led to 65,477 t of cane being
reaped in the quarter compared to only 5, 950 t iff eagter of 2008.

There was also strong performance by cocoa, which saw a 46.5 % increase in the prodtction of
cocoa from 507 t in 2008 to 742 t in 2009. Coffee which was badly affected by the drought in the
critical fruit set period earlier in the year, and coming off a very §&Quogrter production in

2008, recorded an estimated 40 % decline in gtpss af cherry coffee.

Challenges

* The Traditional crops are those crops which were historically grown for export in either primary or semi-
processed form, and include Sugar Cane, Banana, Coffee, Cocoa, Citrus, Pimento and Coconut.
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Despite the strong performance in tHeQaiarter results, there were still areas of challenge that
impacted on production. Drought in several of the productive zones especially during the middle
periods of the yearewerely restricted domestic crop establishment and yield in some areas and
contributed to lower production and productivity. The growth factors however, were so strong that
these setbacks were more than compensated for by gains in other areas. 85ee iBlgncewide

rainfall profile for 2009).

Lower than expected rainfall for most parishes in the traditional rainy period of October to
November though not impacting significantly on production in the quarter was expected to affect
production going iot the I' Quarter of 2010. A wetter than normal December however, has

somewhat tempered the extent of this effect but production is still expected to be affected.

Recognizing the susceptibility of the-sedior to drought, the Ministry has been proattive
encouraging increased production in those areas that are served by irrigation, as well as the more
effective use of irrigation water through drip systems. The support of the use of drip systems

i ntegrated with the us empaténtsirdiegyausekl bytthe Mikistrtoh as a
address drought conditions in some amegecially those without access to irrigation schemes
Increases in the level of production and the range of crops produced under protective cultivation are

another majoarea of emphasis for the Ministry to protect from these weather extremes.

Though not as extensive as the outbreak earlier in the year, the beet army worm still affected
production in some areas of St. Elizabeth resulting in significant localizealdosse$armers.
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Summary and Outlook

The agricultural sector though having to deal with a severe drought and problems associated with
pests and disease outbreaks was spared any major weather setlgp@k®@lurifhe increased
confidence and activity of our farmers supported by an aggressive import substitution policy and
increased technical production, productivity and marketing support by the Ministry has helped to
cement the position of the sector as ohthe major pillars of the economy. Many linkages have

been established and strengthened and the Ministry is working to ensure that these are maintained
and extended.

As with the overall economy, the sector will be challenged this year, but the ristimstis
committed to ensuring that the growth trend that has been established continues into 2010. It will
not be easy but our farmers are resilient and the Government has signaled that its support to the
sector will be maintained through the effdrth® core of technical and support personnel in the

Ministry and its Agencies.

Based on the observed levels of crop establishment in the field currently, the outlook for the 1
Quarter Domestic Crop Production is that the growth seen over the laatteps quill continue.
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Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries

Data Bank & Evaluation Division

Quarterly Report on Crop Production First Quarter (January to March) 2010

Following on a year that saw the sector recording sustained and continuous groWghretpecia
Domestic Crop subecto, the momentum which has seen six consecutive quarters of growth since
2008 to the end of 2009 though slowing, continued into the First Quarter of 2010 with a 3.9 %
increase in Domestic Crop Production. Additionalyoverall Agriculture sector, based on the

first preliminary estimatedso showed an increasé.df %in gross output for the'Quarter.

This performance was achieved despite the severe drought that gripped many of the more
productive areas of theurdry since last year. The main effects of the drought was on productivity
because in continuation of the increased interest and activity seen in the Domestisé&top sub

over the last several quarters, there was a 12.4 % increase in crop areboneapsikelds

therefore resulted in the relatively lower level of performance in prodiibt®performance has

to be seen in the context of 20.6 % and 33.5 % growth in the two previous quadteasions

are that crop area reaped would havedeaanhigher, as the drought also led to a reduction of the

area of crops that would otherwise have been established. This positive performance reflects a
continuation of the DomesticCropssile ct or 6s growt h progress. The
beng the seventh successive quarter of positive growth, since the Third Quarter of 2008.

Domestic Crops®

The effects of the drought were most pronounced in the-Senthtal parishes. These conditions

led to a fall off in production and productivityr@ny crops as the quarter progressed. Despite the
severity of the drought in some of these areas, there were also many areas of the country where the
effects of the drought were not as sevesme &ey production areaghe NorthEastern parishes

as w# as the hilly interior of the country did not suffer from as great an impact on production

> Domestic crops refer to those crops which were historically grown mainly by small farmers for consumption in
the domestic market.
34



and/or productivity as the Southern parishédso the longer term crops such as yamd

plantains were not as affected as some of the short term crops.

Table3. Comparative Estimates of Domestic Crop Production by Crop Group 1st Quarter 2010/2009

Production (Tonnes)

Crop Group
2010 2009 % Change

Legumes 1,263.2 1,660.3 -23.9
Vegetables 36129.5 38802.2 -6.9
Condiments 7,540.7 6,657.7 13.3
Fruits 5451.7 10982.2 -50.4
Cereals 477.9 473.8 0.9
Plantains 5,638.6 3,988.4 41.4
Potatoes 10968.8 8,600.8 27.5
Yams 40395.1 33675.8 20.0
Other Tubers 10331.9 8,932.9 15.7
Sorrel 227.4 255.1 -10.9
Total 118424.9 114029.3 3.9

The Ministrytook a proactive approach to developing and expanding sttasggieencourage
more sustainability of production in the face of natural disasters, including diaughis end,
several strategie®ere implemented that played a mitigating role in reducing the potential impact the

drought conditions experienced during last year and into this Quarter. These include:

1. The promotion of good agricultural practices, esadc | y
Production and Productivity Programme under which crops stoh @epper have
been especially targetted by the Ministry for the production chddéceIn addition,
there has been resurgence in the production of Irigtiopand carrots in response to

t he

country can competitively produce.

2. Water conservation and improved irrigation efficiencies through the encouragement of

the use of dp systems.

t hese

dr

P

systems

t hrough

Source: Data Bank & Evaluation Division, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries.

Mi delibesate rpglidy sincouragingnport substitution for key crops that the

For those areas without direct access to irrigation schemes,

a rbel aicnkt etgarnaktsedd wi t h

35

t

he

he



3. The Ministry has been actively encouraging increased production in those areas that are

served by irrigaticsthenes.

4. Increases in the level of production and the range of crops produced under protective

cultivation

These measures have helped to maintain continuing growth in domestic crop production, albeit at a

lower rate than would have been potentially igkalize

Performance of the various crop groups was miRadpreviously mentioned, Plantaind the

tuber crops withstood the effects of the drought and showed positive performances. Plantains
showed a 41.4 % in production followed by Potatoes, Yamshemdubers with increases of 27.5

%, 20.0 % and 15.7 % respectivelgondiments also recorded a significant increase of 13.3 %.

The increases in Potatoes and Condiments were especially impacted by the Production and
Productivity Programme in its suppamtd promotion of Irish potato (which recorded a 125.5 %
increase) and hot pepper (which recorded an 83.4 % increase), respectively. These two crops were
two of the more important of the major crops targetted under this programme for import

substitution ad local agrrocessing.

Fruits, Legumes and Vegetables recorded declines of 50.4 %, 23.9 % and 6.9 % respectively.
Vegetables and Legumes were especially susceptible to the drought conditions and the production of
these crops is concentrated in treveas most affected by the drought.  Also contributing to the

decline in the fruits category was afalh pawpaw production due to the replanting of old fields.

Although Vegetables declinetthis categorycontributing 30.5 %, along with Yanwhich
contributed 34.1 %, were the most significant contributors to overall domestic crop production for

the quarter.

Parish Performances

The parish performances were mixed and reflective of the differing effects of the drought across the
parishes. The major producing parishes of St. Elizabeth (8.7 % decline), Trelawny (5.6 % decline)
and Manchester (3.9 % increase, largely driven by Irish potato) were among those parishes most
affected by the drought. On the other hand some parishes slgnieant percentage increases
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ranging from 102 % in St Mary to 29.7 % in Portland. Significant increases of 39.2 % and 33 %

were also recorded for Westmorland and Hanover, respectively.

The NorthEastern parishes of Portland and St. Mary were espeailahiyt bgr Gustav in 2008

and as a result were still suffering from its effects in the First Quarter of last year. Hence the
significant increase, ia part a reflection of the continuation of the recovery process in these
parishes. In the cases of Hamer and Westmorland, the increaseslsoeartially asrasult of

recovery from severe flooding in 2007 which had significantly affected production in the First

Quarter of 20009.

Table2. Comparative Estimates of Domestic Crop Productiorphyish 1st Quarter 20L0/2009

Production (Tonnes)
Parish
2010 2009 % Change

Kgn. & St. Andrew 1,858.8 1916.8 -3.0
St. Thomas 4,129.9 3714.1 11.2
Portland 5517.2 4272.0 29.2
St. Mary 5,753.4 2777.1 107.2
St. Ann 11,794.4 11,263.5 4.7
Trelawny 20406.9 21,620.5 -5.6
St. James 4591.4 5,805.6 -20.9
Hanover 3474.4 2611.5 33.0
Westmoreland 7,662.0 5506.2 39.2
St. Elizabeth 21,789.9 23876.5 -8.7
Manchester 18590.1 17894.5 3.9
Clarendon 9,150.4 9,034.5 1.3
St. Catherine 3,706.1 3,736.5 -0.8
Total 118,424.9 114029.3 3.9

Source: Data Bank & Evaluation Division, Ministry of Agriculture & Fisheries.

Despite the decline in production in St. Elizabeth, the parish still represents the highest level of
production, contributing1,789.9 t 0t8.4 % to totaDomesticCrop production. Together with
Trelawnywhich contribute@0,406.9 t o17.2 % and Manchester, which contrib@&890.1 t or

15.7 %, these three parishes accounted for more than a half of the total production.
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Traditional Crops®

Buoyed by a strong performancesugar, the preliminary estimfateproduction of the traditional

crops is that there was a 21 % increase in production for the quarter.

The production of sugar cane, despite some difficulties, remained strong foll@airhg steet of
the crop year in December. The 908,40@€amé reaped during the quarter is 14.8 % higher than
the amount reaped for the similar period in 2009. This has resulted in the manufacture of 83,747 t

of sugar.

Citrus also performed wellithwvan estimated four to five percent increase in production for the
quarter. Banana production continues to improve in the absence of any major wind events and

with strong local demand for the fresh fruit as well asadded processed products.

The coffee crop was badly affected by the drought at the critical fruit set period of last year. As a
result there was a continuation of the downturn reported last quarter, with a 28. 2% decline in the
gross output of cherry coffe®eflective of the cyclll nature of tree crop production, the very
strong performance of cocoa recorded in the last quarter was followed by a significant decline of
59.9 % in this quarter, moving from 167 t in First Quarter 2009 to 67 t this guaterop was

also affectelly the drought at the critical fruit set period last year.

Challenges

As outlined previously, the main challenge to the sector fot hearter was the drought that

despite somsuccesses with mitigating measures had a significant impact on produaio

effects of the drought in several of the productive zones especially towards the latter part of the
quarter, severely affected productivity and productivity of the short term crops in particular. Less
than normal rainfall in the latter part of y&sar also caused restricted domestic crop establishment.

All these factors resulted in lower production and productivity of many crops. Gains in other areas
compensated for some of the shortfalls experienced and hence a modest growth was aghieved. (Se
Figurel for parish rainfall profile for Januanylarch 2010).

® The Traditional crops are those crops which were historically grown for export in either primary or semi-
processed form, and include Sugar Cane, Banana, Coffee, Cocoa, Citrus, Pimento and Coconut.
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The beet army worm still remains a problem pest in St. Elizabeth although it is under control in

many of the areas previously affected.

Figure 1. Percentage of 30-year Mean Rainfall by Parish - Jan to Mar
2010
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Source: Data Meteorological Office of Jamaica.

Summary and Outlook

Although the strong growth experienced by the agricultural sector was slowed somewhat, mainly
because of the adverse weather conditions in the most productive areas, the confidence built up in
the sector anthe hard work, commitment anerpeverance of our farmers and sector stakeholders
managed to ensure that positive growth contint@@010. To support this growth, the Ministry

is working to develop and strengthen linkages with other sectors of the economy in order to ensure
that ourfarmers having produced are not discouraged by poor markets. The Ministry will continue
to aggressively pursue its import substitution policy for those agricultural products, and their
substitutes, that our farmers can produce locally. Technical &atinghvaupport have been
prioritized as areas of the Ministry that will receive increased support, so as to meet the needs of our
farmers as well as ensuring the affordability, safety and highest quality of food delivered to our

consumers and for the agmmcessing and export markets.
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At this time of chall enge for the countryos
maintain theincreasing importance of the sector to the overall economic performance of the
country through the reduction iofiports, increased employment, and improved linkages with the
sectors of the economy. The Ministry is committed to provided the technical and policy support
necessary to foster the continued growth of the sector.

Observations in the field have shown & Vegh degree of land preparation taking place in

anticipation of the rainy season and the breaking of the drought. If, as its appears, the drought is

broken and the expected rains come without causing too much disruption, then it is expected that

the Seand and Third Quarters of 2010 will see significant improvements in crop area, productivity
and production.

40

e



